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The Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies
International Roundtable Discussions

CALL FOR PROPOSALS



DEADLINES:	May 15, 2012 for the October 22 to 31, 2012 Roundtables

      		   September 15, 2012 for the May 1 to 10, 2013 Roundtables


Big Ideas.  Space to explore them. The Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies will host six International Roundtable Discussions each year for scholars from the international community and Canada to come together in the pursuit of knowledge in an interdisciplinary environment. The objective of the Institute’s International Roundtable Discussions is to engage in fundamental research and idea exchange that can prompt advances in science and society, and have a significant impact on the discovery of solutions to important problems. 

The broad-ranging themes for 2012-2013 are: “Life”, “Time” and “Re-imagining the University”. The Institute expects that at least three of the International Roundtable Discussions will examine some aspect of these themes. 
The Institute also welcomes applications unrelated to the themes.

The Institute will fully fund the accommodation, meals and meeting venue for up to ten international and national scholars in Vancouver, Canada at the University of British Columbia (UBC) for four to ten days, and partially fund additional participants. 

Objectives of the International Roundtable Discussions:
· To foster novel approaches towards engagement in fundamental research and idea exchange that may prompt advances in the sciences and humanities and have a significant impact on knowledge.
· To foster problem solving among the world’s brightest scholars.
· To allow scholars, community leaders, artists and others to come together from different disciplines to explore a pressing social, health, economic or other problem or research question, creating the foundation for new innovative research.
· To encourage roundtable discussions focusing on various aspects of timely and important broad themes.
· To foster exceptional collaborative research between international scholars and UBC scholars.

Criteria:
· All roundtables are open to scholars around the world to submit proposals for roundtable discussions that can explore creative and innovative ideas that will make significant contributions to knowledge. 
· The roundtable must offer a unique opportunity for collaboration among scholars. The Institute will not fund meetings that would have otherwise happened, such as annual meetings. 
· The application must describe how the proposed roundtable will create a coherent forum for creative curiosity and the exchange of ideas that can lead to new discoveries.


Requirements:
· International scholars are eligible to apply, as are Canadian scholars. At least one principal investigator must be a university professor.  Participants may include community activists, artists, policy makers and others involved in the research collaboration.
· Completion of the attached application, setting out in a succinct, non-technical manner: the context, research objectives, and the anticipated outcomes, contributions and follow up collaboration (one page maximum); the structure of the roundtable discussions; and a list of likely participants and where they are from (one page maximum).
· There are two specified periods during which all roundtable discussions will be held.  For the coming academic year, the dates are October 22 to 31, 2012 and May 1 to 10, 2013. 
· Proposals must include one event of public interest open to the UBC community and broader public.
· The Institute will provide all venues for the International Roundtable Discussions, accommodation for up to ten participants for up to ten days, and all meals in connection with the roundtables. It will also cover meals for an additional ten scholars from UBC or elsewhere, up to 20 participants in total, including faculty, graduate students, and post-doctoral scholars.
· Participants must cover their own travel costs; however, if one of the principal investigators is a UBC tenure-stream or tenured professor, the proposal can include up to $10,000 in travel costs for the international participants.

The Institute’s Expectations:
· Roundtables will generate creative thinking and significant research outcomes.
· The public event at UBC organized by the roundtable principal investigators should advance knowledge in an area of public interest.
· The International Roundtable Discussion must afford opportunities for UBC graduate students and post-doctoral fellows to participate in some of the deliberations.
· Principal investigators are required to submit a report within 60 days after the end of the roundtable. The post-event report criteria include a summary of how the roundtable objectives and outcomes have been achieved, and an outline of any plans for future collaborative work, in a form that allows the Institute to communicate the actual contributions and impact of the roundtables to the public. 

The Institute’s International Adjudication Committee selections for the pilot roundtables in October 2012 will be announced at the end of May 2012. 



[image: Description: PWIAS_Logo_Sml_RGB_Pos]Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies
International Roundtable Discussions
For office use:

APPLICATION
Roundtable Title 
	



	2012-2013 Theme (if applicable)  

	

	Principal Investigator(s)
	

	Institution
	

	Department/Faculty
	

	Mailing Address
	

	Email
	

	Phone No.
	



Department/Faculty Approval (If there is more than one principal investigator, please ensure that the Dean or Dept Head of each principal investigator signs. 
	Name of Dept Head/Dean and title



	Signature



The International Roundtable Discussion schedule is set annually for twice a year, with roundtable discussions held concurrently, providing opportunities for intellectual, social and other exchange between the participants during evenings. Proposed Date for International Roundtable (select one)
	
	October 22 - 31, 2012

	
	May 1 - 10, 2013



Number of Days Proposed for the Roundtable (4-10 days maximum)


**Deadlines**
May 15, 2012 for October 22 - 31, 2012 Roundtables
September 15, 2012 for May 1 to 10, 2013 Roundtables



1. Research Objective
Please describe, in a non-technical manner, the research or problem-solving objectives of the International Roundtable Discussion (maximum 1 page). 

1. 
Structure of Event
Please describe the proposed structure of the International Roundtable Discussion.  The format is flexible based on the decision of the organizers.  We encourage innovative and interactive formats, alternative approaches to problem solving, and moving off formal paper presentations (maximum 1 page).



1. Organizers and Participants
Please provide information on co-investigators and likely participants, including their affiliations and country.  The program will support costs for up to 20 participants in total, including faculty, graduate students, post-doctoral scholars, artists, community activists and policy makers (maximum 1 page).



1. Public Event
Each Roundtable must include one public event at UBC, organized by the principal investigators, on a subject that will attract public interest.  Please specify the proposed speakers or presenters, format, and the target audience for your public event.  Briefly describe how the event is going to advance knowledge. 











1. Proposed Schedule
The Roundtable Discussions will be located at the Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies at UBC, 6331 Crescent Road, Vancouver, Canada.  Please describe your proposed schedule for the Roundtable. Participants are expected to set aside one 2-hour time period for a joint discussion with participants of a concurrently held Roundtable. Roundtables are also expected to afford opportunities for UBC graduate students and post-doctoral fellows to participate in some of the deliberations.




1. Referees
Please provide details for 2 referees that may be contacted in regard to this proposal.
	1.



	2.






1. Budget for the Roundtable Discussion
The Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies will provide all venues for the Roundtable Discussions, accommodation for up to ten participants for up to ten days, and all meals in connection with the roundtables, including meals for up to ten additional scholars from UBC or elsewhere, for a total of up to 20 participants.

Please state:
1. Number of days proposed (4 - 10 days) 
1. Number of scholars and other participants expected to attend (maximum 20)
1. Number of scholars and other participants requiring accommodation (maximum 10)
1. Any funds or other support to be contributed by your partners for this Roundtable

*Note: All scholars and other participants must cover their own travel costs; however, if one of the principal investigators is a UBC faculty member, the roundtable organizing team will be eligible for $10,000 additional funds to assist with travel costs of participants.  Please specify this request in your application where appropriate.

1. Submission

Please submit this application by e-mail to:
Dr. Janis Sarra
Director
Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies
Vancouver, Canada
Email: InternationalPrograms@pwias.ubc.ca
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